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[ Abstract)

Objective: To evaluate the clinical efficacy and side effects of gefitinib as the first or second line treat-

ment for elderly patients with advanced non — small - cell lung cancer(NSCLC). Methods: All 61 patients with ad-
vanced non — small cell lung cancer were treated with gefitinib 250mg/d oral treatment continued until disease pro-
gression or intolerable side effects. Results: Of 61 cases patient with CR (1.6% ) ,PR 25 cases (41.0% ),SD 31
cases (50.8% ) ,PD 4 cases (6.6% ) ,the total effective rate ( RR)42. 6% , clinical benefit rate of 93.4% (57/
61). Efficiency of female patients was significantly higher than male patients (P <0.001). Drug — related side
effects were: skin rash in 56 cases (91.8% ) ,diarrhea in 23 cases (33.7% ) ,dry skin 18 cases (29.5% ) , pruritus
35cases (57.4% ) ,nausea and vomiting in 3 cases (5.9% ) mild abnormal liver function in 1 (1.6% ). Conclu-
sion; Gefitinib is effective in firstor secondline treatment of advanced non — small cell lung cancer patients and the
toxicity can be tolerated.
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Tab.1 The clinical effect of Gefitinib in 61 patients with NSCLC

Factors n(%)  Effectiveness Inefectiveness P
Gender <0.001
Male 16(26.2)  3(18.8) 13(81.2)
Female 45(73.8) 23(51.1) 22(48.9)
Age(years) >0.05
>70 46(75.4)  21(45.7)  25(54.3)
<70 15(24.6) 5(33.3) 10(66.7)
Pathologic type >0.05
Adenocarcinoma 54(88.5) 25(46.3) 29(53.7)
Squamous cell carcinoma  4(6.6) 1(25.0) 3(75.0)
Adenosquamous carcinoma  3(4.9) 0(0) 3(100)
TNM stage >0.05
I, 12(19.7)  3(25.0) 9(75.0)
v 49(80.3) 23(46.9) 26(53.1)
ECOG score >0.05
0-2 21(34.4) 12(57.1) 9(42.9)
3-4 40(65.6) 24(60.0) 16(40.0)
0ld cycles of chemotherapy >0.05
2 48(78.7) 17(35.4)  31(64.6)
3-4 13(21.3)  9(69.2) 4(30.8)
Metastasis of brain >0.05
Male 2(3.3) 1(50.0) 1(50.0)
Female 6(9.8) 5(83.3) 1(16.7)
#2 ol IR EERHEEER n(%)

Tab.2 Side effects of 61 evaluable patients with NSCLC n( %)

Slide effects ! I n N
Erythra 48(78.7) 8(13.1) 0(0)  0(0)
Pruritus 33(54.1) 2(3.3) 0(0) 0(0)
Diarthea 23(37.7)  0(0) 0(0) 0(0)
Xerosis cutis 17(27.9) 1(1.6) 0(0) 0(0)

Nausea and vomiting

3(4.9)  0(0) 0(0) 0(0)
Liver, Renal dysfunction 1(1.6) 0(0) 0(0) 0(0)
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